
 

 

January 3, 2021 
 
 
 
Dev Pragad 
Chief Executive Officer 
Newsweek 
33 Whitehall Street 
New York, NY 10004 

Nancy Cooper 
Global Editor in Chief 
Newsweek 
33 Whitehall Street 
New York, NY 10004 

 
Dear Mr. Pragad and Ms. Cooper: 
 

I write to bring your attention to a troubling issue with one of Newsweek’s 
contributors, Vipp Jaswal, who is a registered foreign agent of the People’s Republic of 
China.1 In exchange for an up-front payment of $210,000, Mr. Jaswal has agreed to work 
with the Chinese Communist Party to identify American social media influencers who 
will promote the 2022 Winter Olympic Games in Beijing. 

 
As your publication has reported many times, the Chinese Communist Party is 

guilty of genocide of Uyghurs living in the Xinjiang province.2 This human rights 
atrocity alone should be grounds for the games to be moved to another nation, but 
sadly, the attacks on democracy and peoples freedoms don’t stop there. Communist 
China has destroyed democracy in Hong Kong, continues to use its military to harass 
and intimidate Taiwan3 and remains engaged in its decades’-long persecution of 
Tibetans.4 I am grateful for the significant attention Newsweek has given to these 
abuses, and willingness to share the voices of critics of the Chinese Communist Party, 
including my own.5 We cannot ignore these crimes and should not give a voice to those 
who help Communist China attempt to whitewash them with the grand spectacle of the 
2022 Olympic Games. 
 

Mr. Jaswal presents himself as “The Voice of Outliers and Overcomers.”6 If that 
were the case, he would be working to give a platform to the millions of Uyghur  

 

                                                           
1 https://efile.fara.gov/docs/7057-Exhibit-AB-20211210-1.pdf 
2 https://www.newsweek.com/topic/xinjiang 
3 https://www.newsweek.com/topic/hong-kong 
4 https://www.newsweek.com/topic/tibet 
5 Rick Scott, “Biden Appointees Are Weak on China | Opinion.” Newsweek, December 15, 2021. 
https://www.newsweek.com/biden-appointees-are-weak-china-opinion-1554597 
6 https://www.vippjaswal.com/ 
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Muslims being persecuted by Communist China, or to Taiwan, our great partner in 
democracy which is under constant pressure by Communist China’s military 
movements. Instead, he has chosen to join forces with America’s enemy and one of the 
world’s most evil regimes as it actively commits genocide. In making this decision, Mr. 
Jaswal has compromised his ability to publish in American media outlets that focus on 
reporting the truth and exposing abuse. 
 

Because Mr. Jaswal is a contributor to Newsweek’s Expert Forum, I am 
requesting that you take action in response to his new contract with the Chinese 
Communist Party.7 Future decisions to publish or feature content from Mr. Jaswal 
should be made with consideration given to his affiliation with the Chinese 
government. Similarly, if such content is published, readers should be informed, 
through a disclaimer in Mr. Jaswal’s biography that he is shilling for a genocidal 
regime. Readers should be aware of the affiliations of authors, especially when those 
individuals are working for an adversarial foreign government. 
 

Thank you for your attention on this important matter, and for your dedication 
to exposing the regular human rights abuses of General Secretary Xi. 
 

Sincerely, 

A 
Rick Scott 
United States Senator 

                                                           
7 https://forum.newsweek.com/profile/Vipp-Jaswal-CEO-Interpersonal-Intelligence-Advisory-
Interpersonal-Intelligence-Advisory/a6454b00-1795-4648-9e9a-a24b1655afd7 
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